
What is the Gospel? 
 
 After a brief excursus during which we examined the 3 components of faith, we now 
return to our study of the gospel from 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. 

 As we previously noted, the Corinthians’ faith was genuine because they heard, 
believed and kept on believing the gospel message they had received from the apostle 
Paul.  The authenticity of  their faith was confirmed by Paul’s testimony concerning them: 
not only did they believe in Christ when the gospel message was first preached to them but 
they also were continuing to demonstrate that faith as an integral part of their lives, v. 1.  
Today, we will begin to explore the meaning of vv. 3-5: 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. 

 By reversing the verbs in v. 3 in order to set the text in its correct (chrono)logical 
sequence, we find that the apostle first received the word that he preached.  In other words, 
the gospel message he proclaimed to the Corinthians was not a product of his fertile and 
prolific imagination; indeed, it was not a Pauline novelty in the sense that he was its sole 
originator.  Received denotes that he learned it from someone else in the context of the 
Christian tradition .  The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament defines it as  ““to 
receive in fixed form, in the chain of Christian tradition. ””  

 The particular content of this reception is teaching concerning the Person and work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ– that is to say, it is intensely Christological.   It is termed the 
received Word of God that was received by the Church at Thessalonica: “And we also thank 
God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, 
…” 1 Ths 2:13. We also encounter it negatively, Jn 1:11, and positively, v. 12, in connection 
with Jesus’ reception by his Jewish kinfolk, “He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him.  But all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, …” 

 The source of Paul’s information is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ himself for 
in Gal 1:11-12 he affirms “For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was 
preached by me is not man's gospel.  For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught 
it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.”  Surely there could be no higher 
instructor than the Lord himself!  Clearly there could be no grander teacher then the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself!  Paul’s gospel was taught to him directly by the Subject and 
Substance of the gospel itself, Jesus Christ.  Therefore, Paul’s teaching was incontrovertibly 
correct and impeccably sound. 

 This is the very message that he delivered as a matter of highest priority to the 
Corinthians.  In other words, the very message that the Lord Jesus taught him was precisely 
and exactly the message that he proclaimed to that church.  Like the verb received, 
delivered also has the notion of a tradition, in this case, one that is passed on.  We find both 
of them being used in this limited and technical context in Paul’s teaching of the Lord’s 
Supper in 1 Cor 11:23, “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you,  ..”  Like 
the gospel, the Pauline teaching regarding Holy Communion was handed down to him in 
the faithful tradition that he in turn passed on to others.  This is the very gospel that we 
proclaim and this is the very Table in which we participate at All Saints Redeemer Church.  
We stand in that apostolic tradition.  


